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What Is ILP?
The Independent Living Program (ILP) is a federally funded program that
provides services to assist eligible youth (16-18 years of age) in making
successful transitions from foster care to independent living. Any youth
who were in or are in foster care/probation and placed in out-of-home
foster care at any time from their 16th to their 18th birthday are eligible
for ILP Services. The services are also offered to those youth who qualify
for extended foster care (AB 12) from the ages of 18-21. ILP offers a vast
amount of services to help youth achieve self-sufficiency prior to exiting
foster care. The following are some of those services:
• Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) – completed with ILP

worker/probation officer every 6-months to explore goals related to
self-sufficiency

• Education Planning – plan for completion of high school and options
for college

• College and financial aid application assistance
• Community resources that provide career planning, job leads, and

resume assistance
• Transitional housing for emancipated youth
• Emancipation conferences
• Life skills
• Referrals to resources
• Assist youth in opening a savings account
• ILP trust fund
• Senior packet - cap/gown, etc.
• Transportation assistance – bus passes and/or assistance with

obtaining a driver’s license
• Introduction to California Youth Connection (CYC)
• Incentives for ILP participation
• Referral to a mentoring program
• Assist youth in obtaining their birth certificate, social security card,

California Identification Card or California Driver’s License
• Assist youth in obtaining access to view their child welfare case

file(s)
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UPCOMING ILP EVENTS

September 2023 October 2023 November 2023

*All dates, times, and locations are subject to change* 
Please contact ILP Supervisor Robin Chambers at 661 636-4971 or at chamber@kerndhs.com  to register for workshops

Parenting Class
Date: September 21 st
Time: 4:30pm – 6:00pm
Location: At the Dream Center at 1801 19th Street
& on Microsoft Teams

Tier 1 and Tier 2 Life Skills Classes
Intake/Orientation: 
Date: September 12th

Time: 5:00pm-6:00pm
Location: Career Resource Dept. (CRD)-
2727 F St. Bakersfield, CA 93301

Classes begin on September 19th – November 7th

Time: 5:00pm – 6:30pm at CRD only
* NO Microsoft TEAMS

Tier 1 and 2 Classes continue at CRD
September 19h – November 7th

from 5:00-6:30 PM
At the Career Resource Department 
at 2727 F. Street Bakersfield, 93301

*Independent City  
October 28th from 8:00-4:00 PM 
At Bakersfield College  1801 Mt. Vernon 
Ave, Bakersfield, Ca
breakfast and lunch are provided.

Life Skills 101
Date: November 3rd

Time: 3:30pm – 5:00pm
Location: At the Dream Center at 
1801 19th Street, Bakersfield, Ca
& on Microsoft Teams

Budgeting and Paying Bills
Date: November 15th

Time: 3:30pm – 5:00pm
Location: At the Dream Center 
1801 19th Street, Bakersfield
& On Microsoft Teams
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Dream Center 
Located At:
1801 19th Street Bakersfield, CA 93301 Collaborative Building-1807 19th Street Bakersfield, 93301
Main Phone Number 661-636-4488 Main Phone Number 661 636-4900

Hours of operation- Monday thru Friday from 8:00am – 4:30pm

• The Dream Center is an innovative resource center for current and former foster youth. Youth can
receive assistance with education, employment, Cal-Fresh/Medi-Cal, and community resource needs.
Youth can utilize Dream Center services up to the age of 25.

• All current and emancipated youth will find their ILP Workers, Keith Hollins, Maria Escalante, and
Tamara Roberts, Edward Wilson, Human Service Aide Vanessa Torres Gamino, Supervisor Robin
Chambers and Program Specialist Claudia Cervantes at the Dream Center.

• AB 12 Social Workers, Somphou Siripane, Alberto Arteaga, Ana Ellis, and Lorena Altamirano and
Supervisor David Rosales are also located at the Dream Center. AB 12 Worker Francisco Martinez 661
631-6206 is stationed at DHS located at 100 E. California Ave.

• The Dream Center is a Condom Access Site for Kern County. Condoms help keep you safe and
protected from Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD’s) and Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI’s),
including unwanted pregnancies.

• Hot food is currently served on Wednesdays Only (Lunch on Us). Snack bags will only be given out
when the youth is leaving the center for the day. Limited emergency food can be provided.

• The Dream Center clothing closet offers work attire and everyday wear. Youth can only utilize the
clothing closet once a month.

• Youth may wash and dry a load of clothing and/or take a shower onsite. Laundry products, cleaning
supplies and supplies for the shower will be provided.

Like the Dream Center on Face book for news and information!  
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Dream Center
Updates 

Inspire yourself!  The Dream Center is here to help you to be successful at whatever you want to make 
happen.  

 Enrolled in school or want to enroll? We can help with enrollment, tutoring, and other support.  
We also have new backpacks and school supplies.   Feeling unsure about school? Come see us 
about FREE job training programs.

 Want to get a job? We can help with your resume, job leads, and paid work experience programs.
 Want something to do and a way to meet new youth who are making things happen?  Attend 

Dream Center workshops and activities.  Monthly calendars are available at the front desk or visit:  
https://kern.org/kcnc/dream-center/.

 Turning 18, exiting AB 12 within 6 months, or homeless and need help with housing? Come 
explore housing program options with us or see what donated household items we have.

Adulting can be challenging, ask for help!  We’re here to help to every step of the way.  Call us at (661) 
636-4488 or come by Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  We look forward to 
seeing you soon.

Making Things Happen!

https://kern.org/kcnc/dream-center/
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Services Available at the

Tutoring
Are you having a hard time with your class work and assignments? So you feel like you are falling behind in school? Foster Youth
Services Program has got your back! Come study with our friendly tutors from Kern Tutoring for FREE twice a week and catch up. Our 
tutors will work with you in person at your school or home as well as on Zoom. They will make learning personalized…and fun! Register 
for tutoring at bit.ly/kerntutor or by calling 661-636-4900.

Peer Support Specialists
There is a team behind every life goal at the Dream Center! Our Peer Support Specialists, Gennessa Fisher and Brian Johnson, are here 
to help you find services that are beneficial to you as you near graduation or if you need help making your college dreams happen. 
They can assist you with applying for college and financial aid, enrolling in vocational school, and finding the right community services 
to help you with your everyday needs. Gennessa and Brian understand where you are at and where you are going. They are a valuable 
resource to you as you transition to becoming an adult. Set up an appointment to meet them by calling 661-636-4900.

BC at the Dream Center
Is college in your plans after high school? To help you transition to Bakersfield College (BC), you can meet with an education advisor 
from the Next UP program here at the Dream Center every Wednesday from 10am to 4pm. You will receive assistance with financial aid 
and academic advising, register for courses, and get important information about student resources and services. Later times and Zoom 
appointments are available. Make an appointment by calling at 661-636-4900.

Foster Youth Services
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Services Available at the



9

Who’s New at the DC

Ramona Benevidez
ILP OST 

661 636-4995

Jeff Jenkins
ILP Administrative Coordinator

661 631-6475
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