Legal Definitions:
PETITION is a legal paper that tells the Court the reasons the social worker thinks the Court should protect your child.  It states facts that support this conclusion.
ALLEGATIONS are the reasons why your children are being detained from your custody based on the Welfare and Institutions code. Allegations are outlined in a petition. 

ADMIT means telling the Court the allegations in the petition are true.
DENY means telling the Court the allegations in the petition are not true.
NO CONTEST means telling the Court you are not disagreeing or agreeing with the allegations in the petition. 
SUBMIT means you are letting the Court decide on whether the allegations in the petition are true or not true based on the social workers report. 
DETENTIONAL HEARING is when the Court decides they have enough evidence in the petition to place the child or children in protective custody away from the parent or parents until a more thorough investigation can occur.  

JURISDICTIONAL HEARING is when the Court decides if the allegations in the petition are true or not true.
DISPOSITIONAL HEARING is when the Court decides if the child should be placed in your home, in a relative’s home or foster home. It is also when orders are made as to what requirements you must fulfill in order for your child or children to be returned to you. It is also when orders are made regarding visiting with your child.

SERVICES are counseling programs, classes, transportation services, or drug testing services to help parents improve their skills as parents and help them resolve the conditions, which caused the removal of the children. There are three options; No Reunification services, Family Reunification services and Family Maintenance services.

BIOLOGICAL FATHER is a person who has a biological relationship with a child and that relationship has been established through a process called “DNA testing.”

ALLEGED FATHER is a person who was not married to the mother when the child was born and there has not been “DNA” testing to establish if he is the biological father of the child.

PRESUMED FATHER is a person who was either married to the mother when the child was born, or who has acted like he was the child’s parent even though he may not have a biological relationship with the child.

