ADOPTION & LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP

PERMANENCY PLANNING OPTIONS
	ADOPTION
	GUARDIANSHIP
	PLACEMENT WITH A FIT AND WILLING RELATIVE
	REMAIN IN FOSTER CARE

	Birth Parental rights         TERMINATED
	Birth Parental rights SUSPENSED 
	Birth parental rights limited by Juvenile Court 
	Birth parental rights limited by Juvenile Court

	Birth parents have no right to visit; adoptive parent can decide 
	Birth parents may visit per court orders and visits are ordered supervised as the guardians deem necessary 
	Birth parents may visit per court orders
	Birth parents may visit per court orders

	Adoption lasts for life 
	Guardian lasts until age 18, marriage  or emancipation
	PP lasts until age 18 or 21 (AB 12), marriage or emancipation
	PP lasts until age 18 or 21 (AB 12), marriage or emancipation

	Adoptive parents may live everywhere.
	Child must reside in California. Guardians must obtain approval of the court to move the child out of the state and pursue guardianship in that state. 
	Child must reside in California unless the state enters into a contract agreement with a receiving state  
	Child must reside in California unless the state enters into a contract agreement with a receiving state  

	Adoption is valid everywhere
	Guardianship is only valid in the state in which it is granted
	Kern County Juvenile Court retains jurisdiction


	Kern County Juvenile Court retains jurisdiction



	Child’s birth name may be changed 
	Child’s birth name remains the same  
	Child’s birth name remains the same
	Child’s birth name remains the same

	Adoption is permanent. Once granted, Adoption is rarely overturned in court 
	Guardianship may be dismissed by court and child returned to parent. A child 14 or older or a guardian may request to rescind guardianship
	Juvenile court retains jurisdiction and the case is reviewed yearly. 
	Juvenile court retains jurisdiction and the case is reviewed yearly.  This is considered the least permanent placement. 

	Foster care grant will stop at the date of Adoptive Placement, however Adoption Assistance (AAP) begins.  
	Non-relative guardians receive foster care of Kin-Gap as fictive kin if a child has been placed over six months. Relative placements qualify for Kin-Gap if a child has been place over 6 months. Kin-Gap continues until the child ages out of the system.
	Foster care grant continues until child ages out of the system. 
	Foster care grant continues until child ages out of the system. 

	If adopted after age 16, the child may qualify for extended foster care until age 21 (AB 12)
	Non-relative and Kin-Gap fictive LG children may qualify for extended foster care until age 21 (AB12). 

Relative Kin-Gap children may qualify for extended foster care until age 21  if LG was granted with relative at age 16 or older(AB12)
	Child may qualify for extended foster care until the age of 21 (AB 12)
	Child may qualify for extended foster care until the age of 21 (AB 12)
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