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ILP SSW
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ILP SSW
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		   Shanteria Lee
 ILP OST
(661) 636-4953 


Wulfrano Zamora
ILP EH SSW
(661) 636-4995







What Is ILP?
The Independent Living Program (ILP) is a federally funded program that provides services to assist eligible youth (16-18 years of age) in making successful transitions from foster care to independent living. Any youth who were in OR are in foster care/probation and placed in out-of-home foster care at any time from their 16th to their 18th birthday are eligible for ILP Services. The services are also offered to those youth who qualify for extended foster care (AB 12) from the ages of 18-21. ILP offers a vast amount of services to help youth achieve self-sufficiency prior to exiting foster care. The following are some of those services:

· Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) – completed with ILP worker/probation officer every 6-months to explore goals related to self-sufficiency
· Education Planning – plan for completion of high school and options for college
· College and financial aid application assistance
· Community resources that provide career planning, job leads, and resume assistance
· Transitional housing for emancipated youth
· Emancipation conferences
· Life skills
· Referrals to resources
· Assist youth in opening a savings account
· ILP trust fund
· Senior packet - cap/gown, etc.
· Transportation assistance – bus passes and/or assistance with obtaining a driver’s license
· Introduction to California Youth Connection (CYC)
· Incentives for ILP participation
· Referral to a mentoring program
· Assist youth in obtaining their birth certificate, social security card, California Identification Card or California Driver’s License
· Assist youth in obtaining access to view their child welfare case file(s)
· Housing Liaison: Keith Hollins 661-636-4982
· Building Blocks Applications
· Transitional Housing Applications for Covenant, Cornerstone, and THP +
· Re-entry applications for Extended Foster Care AB-12
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Upcoming ILP Events
Fall 2024

August 2024
Cooking 101 – Cooking a spaghetti dinner, with bread, salad, and desert, practicing using a recipe for making meals.  Date: Thursday, August 22nd from 4:30-6:00 PM cooking at the Dream Center and on Microsoft Teams. 
Health and Sex Education and CSEC Awareness – Date: Thursday, August 29th, from 4:30-6:00 PM at the Dream Center and on Microsoft Teams.

September 2024
Tier I & Tier II Life Skills Class Session – Orientation September 10th, from 5:00-6:00 PM at the Career Resource Department 2727 F Street. 
Classes Run:  Tuesday’s September 17th to November 5th at 4:30-6:00 PM at CRD. 
Parenting Thursday, September 19th , from 4:30- 6:00 PM at the Dream Center and on Microsoft Teams with Becky Colaw 

October 2024
Tier I & Tier II Life Skills Class Session – Classes on Tuesdays at CRD from September 17th to November 5th from 4:30-6:00 PM.
Independent City- Friday, October 25th from 9:30-2:30 PM at Bakersfield College.  All day event with life skills, budgeting, housing resources, vendor fair, TAY services, and employment skills.  
             
November 2024
Tier I & Tier II Life Skills Class Session – Classes on Tuesdays at CRD from September 17th to November 5th from 4:30-6:00 PM.
Budgeting and Paying Bills – Thursday November 14th from 4:30-6:00 PM at the Dream Center and on Microsoft Teams. 
Life Skills 101 – Basic Life Skills for independent living, employment applications, envelopes, filing out money orders, making a budget. Date: Tuesday, November 19th, from 4:30-6:00 at Dream Center and on Microsoft Teams.

RSVP to Robin Chambers, ILP Supervisor at (661) 636-4971 or chamber@kerndhs.com 
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Dream Center Peer Support Specialists Bobby Forrest and Cynthia Lira-Martinez look forward to meeting you soon. Call Us or Visit Us!
661-636-4488
1801 19th Street
Bakersfield, Ca 93301
Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 PM


Upcoming Dream Center Activities:[image: ]

We have Bakersfield college on site every Thursday from 10 to 4, a hot lunch is served every Wednesday at 10am, Kern Regional Center is at DC every 3rd Wednesday of the month from 1pm to 4pm. 
We host other activities/workshops such as leadership where youth can get a gift card and lunch twice a month on Fridays, youth can learn about their rights as a renter, and visit Kern County Public Health’s mobile clinic. Youth can follow us on Facebook (Dream Center of Kern County) to see updated activities and monthly calendars. 
Back to School Resources for ILP Youth
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CSUB ILP Summer Life Skills 2024
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The Independent Living Skills Summer Life Skills Classes were from 7-23 to 7-25 at CSUB.  We reviewed budgeting, employment skills, made a map to success, bid for job skills, and looked up careers and the education needed to get those jobs.  We worked on Social Skills by going to Rosemarie’s Ice Cream, going bowling and playing video games.  A great time was had by all.  

We stayed in the CSUB dorms for two nights, and took a tour of the CSUB campus.  We had housing presentations from Covenant, Cornerstone, Building Blocks, Aspiranet, EA, and Victory.  We had information provided by foster youth support groups Guardian Scholars at CSUB, and Next Up at BC.  We also had representatives from Taft College come in and let us know about some of their programs for foster youth.  These classes are intended for youth who cannot attend ILP Life Skills classes during the school year due to sports or living out of the area.  Please look for next year’s newsletter to sign up for next July’s event.    
ILP Graduation Dinner 2024
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The ILP High School Graduation Dinner was on 5-9-24 and had a Star Wars theme.  We had awards for the highest GPA, Five Shining Stars who improved this year, and Most ILP attendance.  We had bikes, laptops, 40” TV’s, Kuerig’s, and two air fryers as drawing prizes.  There were many community partern vendors giving away SWAG to youth who wanted to play giant Jenga, Connect Four, Corn Hole, Beanbag toss, or spin the wheel for a prize.  We  had Uno, Phase 10 and Skip Bo on the tables.
[image: ]
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Below: Dream Center Peer
Support Specialists Bobby

Forrest and Cynthia Lira-
Martinez look forward to

meeting you soon.

We get it
It's difficult to explain
how current and former
foster youth feel to
someone who has never
experienced anything
like it. Trying to find the
words to describe our
thoughts and emotions can feelimpossible and exhausting. It can
also be really frustrating because we might struggle to get others
to understand. Talking to people who have had similar experiences
can be easier.

You matter

Your life has worth and value. You did
not get to pick how your story began,
but you do get to write the rest of it.
You are worth our time. We want to
come alongside you. Your story will
make a difference to others if you
let it. We had the fortune of having
someone see our worth when we felt
we weren't worthy. Let us do the same
for you.

Let's do this

So let's get started, let us help you bring out your true potential.
There are so many great resources, opportunities and people that
are positioned to come around and help you discover the best in
you. Talk to someone at the Dream Center about how you can start
connecting with your Peer Support today.

What we are not
- Social workers
- Your therapist

Case manager

Doing the work
for you

What we are
- A helping hand
Empathetic ear
+ Asupport system
- Your biggest fan

- Someone who cares

KCI'lC

Kemn Count
Network for Chil dren

Call us!
661-636-4488
or
Visit Us!
1801 19th Street
Bakersfield
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